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The Embezzling Pest
THE meanest man in the world often has
been referred to facetiously as the one
who takes candy from a child. The meanest
criminal in the world perhaps may be said
to be the person who violates a trust and
converts to his own use the property of
another left in his custody with the confidence that it will be honestly handled
and duly accounted for.
The motive for homicide, if not immediately apparent, usually is found to be hate,
jealously, fear, greed, or self-protection.
The relationships out of which killings grow
seldom involve the element of betrayed
confidence. One person makes away with
another because of some act or condition
for which the perpetrator of the criminal
deed elects to hold his victim responsible.
In cases of embezzlement there are no
such conditions. Seldom, if ever, is stealing motivated by spite. The act of theft is
premeditated, voluntary, willful, and with
intent to deprive the owner of the funds of
his property. While some of these acts
may be condoned as borrowing they are in
fact conversion, and the law defines the
conversion of funds as embezzlement.
Supplementing this, the code of ethics
makes conversion a violation of confidence;
one of the meanest, lowest, most degrading

forms of offense which the human mind is
capable of conceiving.
With due regard for the thousands of
honest and upright persons who are handling funds and justifying the confidence
reposed in them, every verification of cash
by certified public accountants has in it the
possibility of uncovering a shortage. Every
cash count should be approached as if a
shortage were expected to exist and to be
concealed. The attitude of suspicion is no
reflection on the custodian of funds. It is
the duty of the accountant to uncover
shortages. He stakes his reputation on his
ability in that respect.
Notwithstanding the many honest persons engaged in handling and accounting
for funds, statistics of recent years show
that the percentage of dishonest persons so
engaged is large and increasing. This
element is a menace to business. These
persons are foes of society. They fling
up a challenge to the accountancy profession. Accountants, therefore, not only are
under the necessity of conquering these
particular foes as a means of protecting
their professional reputation, but they have
a duty to business and to society to do their
utmost in ridding business of this lowest
type of criminal—the embezzling pest.

